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|  ^  HE  following  is,  for  the  moft 
|  Part ,  the  Subfiance  of  a  Let¬ 

ter  publifo  d  in  one  of  our  mofi  po¬ 
pular  Weekly  f Quintals  in  the  Year 
1721,  and  is  what  the  Author  then 
thought,  and,  does  fill  think,  to  be  a 
Lifcovery  of  fomething  which  may  de¬ 
liver  us  and  our  Neighbours  from 
the  direful  Defrudlion  we  were  then , 
and  are  now  again ,  threaten  cl  with , 
by  the  P  eft  Hence* 

It  met  with ,  at  that  'Time ,  a 
general  Approbation ;  but  the  Plague , 
which  was  then  at  Marfeilles,  ceafing , 
and  the  Fears  of  it  aljo ,  every  Me¬ 
thod  then  propofsd  of  curing  or  pre¬ 
venting was  negleSled  and  forgot , 
and  this ,  amongjl  others ,  lay  dor¬ 
mant  \  but  the  Plague  having  now 
again  made  fuch  terrible  FiefruElion 
at  Medina,  fill  continuing  on  the 
If  and  of  Sicily,  alfo  got  over  into 
the  Continent  of  Italy,  befdes  it’ s 
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b  si  tig  in  a  City  tn  Africa,  over- 
againfl  Gibraltar,  makes  it  to  be  jujlly 
dreaded.  For  our  Merchant  Ships 
having  Commerce  not  only  with  Places 
adjacent  to  where  it  is  already ;  but 
alfo  with  other  Nations  who  trade  to 
thofe  Places ,  we  can  fcarce  be  enough 
guarded  againjl  it’s  being  tranfmitted 
to  our  Sea  Ports. 

The  Generality  of  People ,  who 

know  the  Danger ,  being  thus  again 

alarm  d  at  it ,  are  beginning  to  think 
of  Defences  and  Help ,  m  cafe  of  it' s 
nearer  Approach  ;  and,  among  them , 
fame  Friends  of  the  Author ,  who 
remembring  this  Propofal  for  it's 
Prevention ,  call  for  a  Revival  there¬ 
of  y  which  the  Author  the  more  readily 
lifieri d  toy  becaufe  he  was  credibly 
inform'd  that  Fnquiry  was  made  af¬ 
ter  ity  in  order  to  reprint  it  without 
confulting  him ,  he  hath  therefore  re- 
vifed  it,  and  given  Leave  for  this 
Republication. 


THE 


A 

PREVENTIO  N 


O  F  T  H  E 

PLAGUE,  &c. 

Shall  not  have  Occafion 
here  to  trouble  my  Readers 
with  any  Philofophical  Dif- 
quifitions,  but  content  my- 
felf  with  admitting  only  what  is  ap¬ 
parent  to  common  Senfe,  viz.  That 
it  is  communicated  by  certain  Efflu¬ 
via  emitted  from  whatfoever  Perfons 
or  Things  have  had  the  Infection, 
and  floating  in  the  neareft  Air  to  us. 
It  is  nothing  to  our  Purpofe,  whe¬ 
ther  they  are  Animalcula  or  not,  nor 
of  what  Figure,  nor  the  mathemati¬ 
cal 
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cal  Manner  of  their  Operation :  But 
too  apparent  it  is,  that  there  are  cer¬ 
tain  Somewhats,  which  we  fhall  call 
Atoms,  volatile  enough  to  pafs  from 
one  Perfon  and  Thing  to  another, 
and  from  Place  to  Place,  and  ’tis  by 
this  Means,  we  find,  it  makes  inch 
dreadful  Havock. 

•  Therefore,  all  we  have  to  do,  is 
to  think  of  fome  way  to  deflroy  thefe 
Atoms,  ’Tis  fufficiently  known, 
that  any  thing  that  fends  forth  a 
great  Quantity  of  grofs  Vapours,  fuch 
as  burning  Pitch,  Tobacco,  Affa-fos- 
tida ,  Garlick,  and  the  like,  hath 
been  fuccefsfujly  ufed  by  Perfons 
going  about  among  the  Infected,  to 
fill  the  Air  near  them  with  fuch  a 
Cloud  of  Fumes,  as  may  thruft  away 
■  the  noxious  ones. 

Many  good  Treatifes  have  been 
wrote  by  learned  and  experienced 
Phyficians  on  the  Cure  of  the  Plague, 
and  ufeful  Inftrudtions  have  been 
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given  to  thofe  who  may  have  the 
Care  of  infected  Perfons,  as  well  as 
to  the  Patients  themfelves,  and  Me¬ 
thods  of  Prefervation  from  it  have 
been  taught  principally  by  Antidotes. 
Nor  have  thefe  Authors  forgot  to 
advife  purifying  the  Air  by  divers 
Methods;  even  fulphurous Fires  have 
been  mentioned  too ;  but  their  Views 
feem  to  extend  no  farther  than  to 
that  Air  which  may  furround  their 
own  Perfons,  or  that  of  a  Angle 
Hoiife  ;  and  this  has  been  faid  in  io 
cool  and  tranflent  a  manner,  as  to 
be  pafs’d  over  by  their  Readers  with 
very  little  Regard,  as  only  fome  fmall 
additional, Help  in  the  Cafe :  Where¬ 
as  thofe  who  would  fave  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants  of  a  large  populous  City  or 
Town,  who  are  perifhing  hourly  by 
the  venomous  Particles  floating  in 
the  Air  they  breathe,  thefe  mult 
make  it  their  principal  Aim  to  attack 
this  dreadful  Enemy,  in  the  whole 

Air 
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Air  of  that  City,  and  as  far  as  it 
can  poilibly  be  fuppofed  to  extend  be¬ 
yond  it. 

W e  fhall  alfo  fuppofe  it  indifputa- 
ble,  that  thofe  peftilential  Atoms,  if 
they  could  be  brought  to  adual  Fire, 
would  fuffer,  as  all  other  things  do, 
a  total  Alteration  and  DifTolution. 
Now,  though  ordinary  Fuel,  if  more 
uled  in  great  Fires  advantageoufly 
difpofed,  might  do  great  Service ; 
yet  ’tis  not  extend  ve  enough  to  com- 
pleat  the  delired  Effect,  alfo  too  flow 
and  regular  in  it’s  Motion  :  So  that 
though  ’tis  experienced,  that  it  de- 
ftroys  a  great  many  of  them,  yet  it 
only  drives  others  of  them  at  a  higher 
or  remoter  Diftance.  But  when  the 
Fire  is  extinsruifhed,  the  Coldnefs  of 
the  Air,  and  other  Accidents  have 
repelled  them  upon  us  again.  What 
we  want  then  is  fome  fubtle  hidden 
Flame,  capable  of  extending  itfelf  to 
large  Diftances,  of  a  forcible  Point- 
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ediiefs,  furioufly  and  inftantly  dart¬ 
ing  it felf  to  remote  Places. 

O 

If  we  could  get  fuch  a  Combufti- 
ble  as  this,  with  the  other  Property 
alfo,  of  burning  all  up  at  once, 
whereby,  when  thole  Parts  or  which 
it  is  compounded,  which  fly  not  away 
in  Flame,  do  make  a  grofs  and  Arm 
Cloud  of  Smoke  on  the  Place  where 
it  is  ufed,  it  will  then  obtrude,  as 


well  as  burn  and  deftroy. 

It  will  require  no  Difficulty  to 
prove,  that  Gunpowder  will  do  all 


this. 

But  the  Ufe  of  it  in  Guns,  after 
the  ordinary  Manner,  will  not  fo 
readily  anlwer  our  Expectations,  as 
Trains  laid  the  whole  Length  of  a 
Street,  and  fmall  Trains  laid  and 
fired  in  every  Room  of  a  Houfe  the 
leaft  fulpedted,  four  or  five  times  a 

Da7\ 

Alfo  fmall  Piftols,  or  rather  Locks 
only,  the  Pan  holding  enough,  or  at 
moft,  about  a  fourth  Part  of  an  or- 

B  dinary 
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dinary  Charge,  put  loofely  in  a 
Pocket-Piftol,  to  be  carried  in  the 
Hand.  Now,  befides  the  Trains 
we  propofe  to  be  on  the  Ground  in 
the  Streets,  there  may  be  alfo  Shelves 
raifed  twenty  or  thirty  Foot  high, 
running  tranfverfe. 

And  this  may  be  the  Method  in 
all  the  Streets,  Lanes  and  Alleys  of 
this  City.  The  Houfes  and  Rooms 
mull  be  purified  by  this  Fire,  as  of¬ 
ten  in  a  Day  as  fhall  be  judged  con¬ 
venient,  and  be  done  by  proper  Of¬ 
ficers  chofen  in  every  Parilh.  It 
may  conduce  much  to  keep  Sea-coal 
Fires  conftantly  burning  on  fome  emi¬ 
nent  Places ;  and  if  the  common 
Houfhold  Fires  were  order’d  to  con¬ 
tinue  all  Night,  it  would  add  a  great 
deal. 

But  I  mu  ft  not  omit  one  Caution 
remark’d  on  the  Obfervation  of  burn¬ 
ing  fome  Cloaths,  &c.  at  St.  Ed¬ 
mund's  Bury,  of  Perfons  who  had 
been  infe&ed  with  the  Small  Pox,  in 

order 
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order  to  prevent  it’s  further  fpread- 
ing,  which  indeed  fucceeded  accord¬ 
ing  to  Expectation  in  the  Houfe  or 
Neighbourhood  ;  but  the  Wind  was 
obferved  to  direct  the  Smoke  to  an 
oppofite  Row  of  Houfes,  which  fud- 
denly  aifeCted  them  in  a  very  fur- 
prizing  and  extraordinary  manner. 

The  Vapours  of  the  Cloaths  being 
more  moid  and  heavy  than  the  ma¬ 
lignant  Atoms,  the  Fire  inftead  of 
burning  them  only  bore  them  upper- 
mod,  and  thrud  them  forward,  as 
the  Sequel  proved. 

Therefore  in  the  purifying  of  any 
Houfe  fufpeCted  to  be  infeCted,  tho’ 
this  Flame  is  fuppofed  to  be  fierce 
and  fudden  enough  to  catch  and 
overtake  the  malignant  Atoms,  and 
not  differ  them  to  efeape  ;  yet  there 
mud  be  another  Flame  made'  before 
the  Windows  or  Doors  of  the  Houfe ; 
and  this  may  be  of  fome  Fire- work, 
as  a  Rocket  or  fuch-like,  fixed  fo  as 
to  caufe  the  Flame  to  afcend  in  a 
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perpendicular  Line,  a  great  Height, 
which,  will  meet  the  Fumes,  of  what- 
foever  Nature  they  be,  coming  forth, 
and  intercept  and  deftroy,  if  any 
have  before  efcaped. 

If  any  of  the  Sick  are  to  be  re¬ 
moved  to  Infirmaries,  let  it  be  done 
in  cover’d  Cars,  fo  contriv'd,  that 
flow  fulphurous  Fire-works,  like 
Torches,  may  be  placed  round  it ; 
and  the  Dead  carried  out  after  the 
fame  manner. 

The  Prifons  and  Houles  of  the 
Poor,  where  they  are  crouded 
fo  dole  together  as  to  produce 
a  dole  Colledtion  oi  nafty  Steams 
fit  to  retain  thefe  malignant  A- 
toms,  ought  thus  to  be  purified  by 
Trains  of  Gun-Powder,  even  before 
there  is  any  Room  to  lufpect  the  In¬ 
fection,  when  it  firft  appears  in  our 
Idle ;  but  this  fhould  be  repeated  at 
due  Intervals,  and  by  proper  Perfons ; 
but  then  there  is  no  need  of  the 
.  Flame  before  the  Doors. 


As 
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As  for  the  Rich,  and  thofe  able, 
’tis  fuppofed  they  will  take  fufficient 
Care  for  their  own  Prefervation,  tho’ 
his  convenient  they  be  look’d  to. 

Now,  for  the  further  perfecting 
our  Delign,  whether  it  may  be  con- 
venient  to  add  more  Sulphur,  or 
any  other  Matter  to  the  Gun-powder, 
in  feme  of  our  Trains,  we  fhall  leave 
to  further  Coniideration,  and  to  con¬ 
fute  with  thofe  ufed  to  make  Fire¬ 
works,  and  alfo  to  try  and  fee  fame 
Experiments  of  that  Nature. 

Elere  alfo,  in  a  more  efpecial  man¬ 
ner,  is  Camphire  to  be  confidered, 
whether  mix’d  with  the  Powder,  or 
with  Spirit  of  Wine,  and  evaporated. 

Firing  of  great  Guns  in  Places 
really  infeCted,  may  be  very  ufeful ; 
but  then  they  Ihould  be  placed  with¬ 
out  the  Streets,  Me.  infeded,  at  fbme 
Diftance,  and  pointed  towards  them, 
in  fuch  manner  as  may  fill  the  Streets 
and  cover  the  Houfes  with  the  Smoke. 

This 
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This  will  obviate  an  Objection  which 
fome  have  made,  that  it  may  be  poffible 
(tho’  I  confefs  1  think  not  very  pro¬ 
bable)  that  Guns,  by  darting  their 
Flames  in  direct  Lines,  may  difperfe 
fome  Atoms  to  diftant  Places  on  ei¬ 
ther  Side.  The  publick  'P rains  muft 
be  fo  order’d  and  timed,  as  to  keep 
one  of  them  conftantly  firing  in  the 
Compafs  of  a  few  Streets  and  Lanes, 
fo  that  there  may  be  one  conftant 
Flame,  as  well  filling  the  Air  as 
burning;  and  in  rainy  Weather,  when 
thefe  Trains  are  not  practicable,  Great 
Guns  may  be  fo  difpofed  as  to  anfwer 
the  End. 

We  have  been  all  this  while  de- 
fcribing  the  Particulars,  we  will  now 
confider  and  view  it  in  Great,  and 
imagine  ourfelves  on  fome  high  Place, 
to  fee  the  Execution  of  this  purifying 
Conflagration  on  this  City  and  Su¬ 
burbs  :  '['he  publick  Fires  in  the 
Streets,  Lanes,  and  Alleys,  appear  to 
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be  fo  many  walking  Flames,  each 
having  his  own  Circle  moving  by, 
walking,  and  leaping  and  obferving 
a  regular  Time  in  it’s  Motion,  re¬ 
turning  to  the  fame  Point  (fuppofe) 
every  Hour. 

But  we  would  not  have  any  think 
we  are  projecting  a  thing  impractica¬ 
ble,  by  reafon  of  the  vaft  Charge; 
we  have  chofen,  ’tis  true,  to  heighten 
our  Imagination  by  this  View,  that 
we  may  fee  how  thefe  Fires  fhould 
circulate,  arife,  fucceed,  and  obviate 
each  other,  fo  that  no  hurtful  Atoms 
may  poffibly  efcape.  • 

But  it  is  not  to  be  expeCted,  that 
more  than  one  Part  of  this  City  will 
be  infeCted  at  once  ;  and  if  we  will 
imagine  for  further  Ill  nitration,  that 
a  Houfe  in  the  lame  Place  where  now 
hands  the  Pillar  with  the  Seven  Dialsy 
had  the  Diftemper,  it  would  be  fuf- 
iicient  to  make  a  Flame  round  it. 
To  add  more  Sulphur  in  the  T rains 

burnt 
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burnt  near  the  Sick,  and  to  keep 
thefe  circumambient  Flames  palling 
fucceffively  through  every  one  of  the 
feven  Streets  defending  from  the 
Houfes,  and  other  Flames  palling 
through  the  Streets  that  crofs  the 
Ends  of  them  ;  but  all  beyond  this 
will  have  no  Occaiion  for  a  tenth 
Part  of  this  Conflagration  ;  we  may 
indeed  expect,  that  all  that  are  able 
will  be  often  firing  Trains  in  their 
own  Houfes,  and  the  Poor  Houfes 
and  Prifons  will  be  taken  care  of 
two  or  three  times  in  a  Day  by  proper 
Officers. 

But  as  for  the  Trains  in  the  Streets, 
they  need  not  be  above  once  or  twice 
in  a  Night,  nor  even  that  at  half  a 
Mile’s  Diftance ;  for  ’tis  altogether 
impoffible  that  any  of  the  malignant 
Vapours  can  efcape  even  half  that 
way  ;  nor  is  there  a  Poflibility  of 
conceiving  how  it  can  continue  many 
Days,  or  be  propagated  at  all,  it  the 

Atoms 
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Atoms  are  thus  deftroyed  as  faft  as' 
they  are  produced  and  emitted.  And 
the  Streets  and  Houfes  where  the 
Infedted  dwell,  being  thus  conftantly 
purify’d,  the  Sick  will  be  attended 
by  Phyftcians  and  others  more  fre¬ 
quently,  becaufe  with  more  Safety,  and 
the  little  tainted  A tmofpheres  learn¬ 
ing  and  furrounding  their  own  Bo¬ 
dies  will  be  hindered  from  extending 
themfelves,  or  from  receiving  addi¬ 
tional  poifonous  Vapours;  for  it  is 
not  only  purifying  the  Air  in  one 
Houfe  or  Street  where  it  may  hap¬ 
pen  to  begin,  which  is  fufficient ;  we 
muft  look  round  us  every  way  where 
it  can  poflrbly  be  extended  to  ;  and 
alfo  the  Wind  is  to  be  regarded; 
thefe  peftiferous  Particles  becoming 
Part  of  the  Atmofphere  floating 
along  with  it,  and  carried  by  the 
Wind,  and  Care  muft  be  taken  to 
intercept  them  and  burn  them  up. 
We  muft  all  this  while  remember  we 
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are  rarefying  the  Air,  and  making 
Vacancies,  into  which  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  Air  will  flow  and  fill  up. 
Now  if  there  fhould  be  any  of  thefe 
noxious  Atoms  in  the  adjacent  Air, 
then  would  thefe  Spaces  (which  are 
produced  by  the  Rarefaction  made 
by  thefe  Fires)  be  filled  with  them, 
and  we  fhould  be  foon  as  bad  as  be¬ 
fore,  by  the  Celerity  of  their  propa¬ 
gating  and  contaminating  every  thing 
near  them  ;  but  if,  in  the  room  of 
thefe  noxious  Vapours,  none  but  pure 
untainted  Air  fucceeds  in  thefe  Va¬ 
cancies,  then  we  have  refrefhing  fa- 
lubrious  Air  to  breathe  in,  to  which 
even  thole  already  fick  with  the  In¬ 
fection  may  owe  more  than  half  their 
Cure,  and  therefore  we  regard  not 
only  how  thefe  Effluvia  coming  from 
the  infeCted  Place  may  be  extended 
round  it  in  Lines  or  Planes  parallel  to 
the  Horizon,  but  alfo  to  what  per¬ 
pendicular  Heighth  they  may  rife  ; 

and 
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and  here  Sky-rockets,  or  fomething 
very  like  them,  will  be  of  great  ufe, 
efpecially  thofe  which  make  the 
greateft  Report  or  Explofion ;  for 
this  not  only  deftroys  thefe  Atoms, 
by  furioufly  darting  it’s  fierce  Flames 
about,  but  the  hidden  Explofion 
makes  a  Vacuum,  which  will  be  im¬ 
mediately  filled  with  the  wholefome 
Air  above  it  and  round  it. 

’Tis  true,  we  would  advife  a  ftrid 
Regard  to  be  had  to  the  Houfes ; 
and  as  to  the  Charge,  four  Ounces 
of  Gun-powder  will  make  a  great 
many  T rains  and  Flafhes  in  the  Pan 
of  a  fmall  Piftol,  for  clofe  Rooms ; 
and  a  Pound  of  Powder  will  make 
Ibme  long  Trains  in  the  Streets ;  how- 
ever,  this  lafit  is  expected  to  be  a 
national  Charge. 

O 

If  we  do  but  fuppofe  (as  with  great 
Reafon  we  may)  that  fome  Sea-port, 
perhaps  as  large  as  one  of  the  Parilhes 
of  Wejhninjier ,  may  be  firft  infeded, 

C  2  how 


[  2°  ] 

how  eafy  and  practicable  doth  it  ap¬ 
pear  to  be ;  and  hew  impoflxble  for 
it  to  Ipread  any  farther,  if  this  Me¬ 
thod  be  put  in  Execution. 

But  the  heft  way  of  trying  it  would 
be  for  feme  proper  Perfons  to  re¬ 
commend  it  to  the  Italians ,  and  c- 
theis,  whom  it  hath  pleafed  God  to 
vifit  with  it,  to  extirpate  it  there, 
by  deftroying  it  in  the  Places  it  now 
rages  in,  defending  the  adjacent 
Towns  from  it,  and  burning  up  the 
Seeds  of  it,  if  any  remain  in  thole 
that  think  they  are  deliver’d  from  it; 
and  by  this  Means  we  fhall  have 
little  Reafon  to  expeCt  any  Trial  of 
it  in  Great  Britain. 

I  fee  but  little  Occafion  here  to 
review  or  recapitulate  according  to 
my  ufual  Cuftom.  There  are  but 
three  things  laid  down ;  one  is,  T hat 
that  the  Plague  is  communicated  by 
peftiferous  Atoms  in  the  Air,  or  fo 
many  hundreds  could  not  be  deftroy- 
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ed  by  it  in  a  Day,  without  corporeal 
Contact.  The  Second  is,  that  thefe 
Atoms  are  capable  of  total  Altera¬ 
tion  and  Diffolution  by  actual  Fire, 
if  they  could  be  brought  to  it ;  or 
if  an  extenlive  Fire,  fwift  and  fierce 
enough  to  reach  them,  could  be  lent 
to  them,  thefe  require  no  Argument 
to  prove  them ;  and  that  Gun-pow¬ 
der,  properly  difpofed  and  varied, 
as  the  various  Cafes  and  Circum- 
ftances  require,  feems  to  me  to  need 
as  little  Proof.  But  when  fuch  a 
Method  is  found,  of  which  there 
is  the  high  eft  Probability,  if  not  a 
pofttive  Certainty  of  it’s  Succefs  in 
an  Affair  of  the  higheft  Importance 
to  Mankind,  it  ought  not  to  be  juft 
ftightly  faid  or  read,  and  then  laid 
by,  without  further  Regard  ;  on  the 
contrary,  it  fhould  be  ftrongly  in¬ 
culcated,  infilled  on,  and  vigoroufly 
recommended  to  thofe  in  Authority, 
to  whofe  more  immediate  Care  the 

Welfare 
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Welfare  and  Prefervation  of  Cities 
and  Nations  is  committed. 

As  to  what  remains  to  perfect  the 
Defign  of  which  Notice  is  taken  al¬ 
ready  whether  by  additional  Matters 
as  Sulphur,  &c.  in  fome  Cafes,  and 
Camphire  in  others,  thofe  accuftomed 
to  make  Fi  re-works  mu  ft  be  confult- 
ed  ;  alfo  as  to  the  Methods  of  uftng 
them,  and  Officers  proper  to  per¬ 
form  it,  with  fuch  Directions  as  are 
neceflary  to  be  given  them,  or  what¬ 
ever  elfe  is  wanting  to  the  rendering 
it  compleat,  there  can  be  no  great 
Difficulty  in,  and  may  be  time  e- 
nough  conftder’d  when  properly  call’d 
for. 

I  have  here  given  my  Thoughts  as 
they  crowded  in  upon  me  at  firft, 
perhaps  with  too  little  Regard  to 
Order.  I  have  always  had  a  great 
Averfion  to  dulling  my  Reader’s  At¬ 
tention  with  Prolixity,  and  faying 
every  thing  that  can  poffibly  be 

faid 
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faid  on  a  Subjedl.  There’s  no  doubt 
but  Matter  might  be  found  to  pro¬ 
tract  this  to  a  Treatile  of  four  or 
five  times  the  Largenefs  of  this ;  but 
I  have  nothing  to  do  at  prefent  with 
the  Hiftory  of  Plagues,  nor  the  Me¬ 
dical  Part  of  the  Cure ;  the  Mark  I 
am  drawing  my  Bow  at  is  one,  the 
dejlroying  it  in  the  Air.  If  in  this 
I  am  clear  and  intelligible,  it  is  fuf- 
ficient,  and  I  have  carried  my  prin¬ 
cipal  Defign,  though  another  fhould 
profecute  and  finifh  it.  It  is  Plea- 
fure  enough  for  me  to  conceive  my- 
felf  the  Author  of  fo  great  a  Benefit 
to  Mankind. 


FINIS. 


